[Antimalarial serology in 1987-1988 in the Highland Plateaux, the East coast and the South of Madagascar].
We studied 521 serum samples collected in 1987-88 in the Highland Plateaux and the East coast of Madagascar, two areas presenting different levels of malaria endemicity. Total anti-Plasmodium falciparum antibodies were investigated by an indirect immunofluorescence assay (IFA). Antibodies directed to the ring-infected erythrocyte surface antigen (RESA) were investigated by a modified IFA (MIFA). Results were analysed in regards to malariological parameters (parasite and splenomegaly rates) collected simultaneously. IFA appears as a good epidemiological tool as it closely parallels the classical malariological parameters. In selected studies, the presence of P. falciparum parasites in blood was less frequent in individuals presenting with anti-RESA antibody, as detected by MIFA, than in the other individuals were consistently lower in subjects with anti-RESA antibody than in others.